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Realizing that the Printed word is open to individual interpretation, The Boston Terrier Club of America 
hopes that this lastest effort will allow a clearer visual interpretation of the accompanying written 
standard for the Boston Terrier.  

OFFICIAL STANDARD FOR THE BOSTON TERRIER 

General Appearance - The Boston Terrier is a lively, highly intelligent, smooth coated, short-headed, compactly 
built, short-tailed, well balanced dog, brindle, seal or black in color and evenly marked with white.  The head is in 
proportion to the size of the dog and the expression indicates a high degree of intelligence.  

The body is rather short and well knit, the limbs strong and neatly turned, the tail is short and no feature is so 
prominent that the dog appears badly proportioned.  The dog conveys an impression of determination, strength 
and activity, with style of high order; carriage easy and graceful.  A proportionate combination of "Color and White 
Markings" is a particularly distinctive feature of a representative specimen.  

"Balance, Expression, Color and White Markings" should be given particular consideration in determining the 
relative value of GENERAL APPEARANCE to other points.  

 



 
   

Size, Proportion, Substance - Weight is divided by classes as follows: Under 15 pounds; 15 pounds and under 20 
pounds; 20 pounds and not to exceed 25 pounds. 

 

The length of leg must balance with the length of body to give the Boston Terrier its striking square appearance.  
The Boston Terrier is a sturdy dog and must not appear to be either spindly or coarse.  The bone and muscle must 
be in proportion as well as an enhancement to the dog’s weight and structure.  Fault:  Blocky or chunky in 
appearance.  
Influence of Sex: In a comparison of specimens of each sex, the only evident difference is a slight refinement in 
the bitch’s conformation. 



 

Head: - The skull is short, flat on top, free from wrinkles, cheeks flat, brow abrupt and the stop well defined.  The 
ideal Boston Terrier expression is alert and kind, indicating a high degree of intelligence.  This is a most important 
characteristic of the breed. The eyes are wide apart, large and round and dark in color.  The eyes are set square 
in the skull and the outside corners are on a line with the cheeks as viewed from the front.  Disqualify:  Eyes blue 

in color or any trace of blue.  The ears are small, carried erect, either natural or cropped to conform to the shape of 
the head and situated as near to the corners of the skull as possible. 

 



 

The muzzle is short, square, wide and deep and in proportion to the skull.  It is free from wrinkles, shorter in length 
than in width or depth; not exceeding in length approximately one-third of the length of the skull.  The muzzle from 
the stop to end of the nose is parallel to the top of the skull.  

 
   

The nose is black and wide, with a well defined line between the nostrils.  Disqualify: Dudley nose. 

The jaw is broad and square with short regular teeth.  The bite is even or sufficiently undershot to square the 
muzzle.  The chops are of good depth, but not pendulous, completely covering the teeth when the mouth is 
closed.  Serious Fault:  Wry mouth.  

 

Head Faults: Eyes showing too much white or haw.  Pinched or wide nostrils.  size of ears out of proportion to the 
size of the head.  Serious Head Faults:  Any showing of the tongue or teeth when the mouth is closed.  



Neck, Topline and Body - The length of neck must display an image of balance to the total dog.  It is slightly 
arched, carring the head gracefully and setting neatly into the shoulders.  

 

 
   

The back is just short enough to square the body.  The topline is level and the rump curves to the set-on of the 
tail.  The chest is deep with good width, ribs well sprung and carried well to the loins.  The body should appear 
short.  

The tail is set on low, short, fine and tapering, straight or screw and must not be carried above the horizontal. 
(Note: The preferred tail does not exceed in length more than one-quarter the distance from setting on to hock.)  
Disqualify: Docked tail.  Body Faults: Gaily carried tail. Serious Body Faults:  Roach back, sway back, slab-sided. 

Forequarters - The shoulders are sloping and well laid back, which allows for the Boston Terrier’s stylish 
movement.  The elbows stand neither in nor out.  The forelegs are set moderately wide apart and on a line with 
the upper tip of the shoulder blades.  The forelegs are straight in bone with short, strong pasterns.  The dewclaws 
may be removed.  

 



 

The feet are small, round and compact, turned neither in nor out, with well arched toes and short nails. Faults:  
Legs lacking in substance; splay feet. 

Hindquarters - The thighs are strong and well muscled, bent at the stifles and set true.  The hocks are short to the 
feet, turning neither in nor out, with a well defined hock joint.  The feet are small and compact with short nails. 
Faults: Straight in stifle. 

 

 

Gait - The gait of the Boston Terrier is that of a sure footed, straight gaited dog, forelegs and hind legs moving 
straight ahead in line with perfect rhythm, each step indicating grace and power.  Gait Faults:  There will be no 
rolling, paddling, or weaving, when gaited. Hackney gait.  Serious Gait Faults:  Any crossing movement, either 
front or rear. 



 

Coat - The coat is short, smooth, bright and fine in texture. 

Color and Markings - Brindle, seal, or black with white markings.  Brindle is prefered ONLY if all other qualities are 
equal. (Note:  SEAL DEFINED.  Seal appears black except it has a red cast when viewed in sun or bright light.)  
Disqualify:  Solid black, solid brindle or solid seal without required white markings.  *Gray or liver colors. (See Non-
Standard Color discription)  

Required markings:  White muzzle band, white blaze between eyes, white forechest.  Desired markings: White 
muzzle band, even white blaze between the eyes and over the head, white collar, white forechest, white on part or 
whole of foreleg and hind legs below the hock. (Note: A representative specimen should not be penalized for not 
possessing "Desired Markings".)  A dog with a preponderance of white on the head or body must posess suffivient 
merit otherwise to counteract its deficiencies.  



 

Temperament - The Boston Terrier is a friendly and lively dog.  The breed has an excellent disposition and a high 
degree of intelligence, which makes the Boston Terrier and incomparable companion. 

 

Summary:  The clean-cut, short backed body of the Boston Terrier coupled with the unique characteristics of his 
square head and jaw, and his striking markings have resulted in a most dapper and charming American original: 
THE BOSTON TERRIER. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scale of Points  

General Appearance  
Expression  
Head (Muzzle, Jaw, Bite, Skull & Stop)  
Eyes 
Ears  
Neck, Topline, Body & Tail 
Forequarters 
Hindquarters 
Feet 
Color, Coat & Markings 
Gait 
Total 

10 
10 
15 
5 
5 
15 
10 
10 
5 
5 
10 

100 

Disqualifications 
Eyes blue in color or any trace of blue. 
Dudley nose. 
Docked tail.  
Solid black, solid brindle, or solid seal without required white markings.  
Gray or liver colors.  

 
   

  
 



Bostonský teriØr 
 
Skupina FCI: VIX.: Spole�enskÆ plemena 
�eský nÆzev plemene: Bostonský teriØr 
P�vodní nÆzev plemene: Boston Terrier 

Bostonský teriØr je jedno z mÆla plemen vzniklých v USA. P�vodn� byl �lecht �n pro zÆpasy ps�, tento sport byl v 
19. století roz�í �en p�edev�ím v Bostonu a v oko lí. N�kdej�í boston�tí teriØ�i vznikali k�í�ením buldok � a bulteriØr�, 
ale pozd�ji byl chov podstatn� zm�n�n œzkou p�íbuzenskou plemenitbou a p�idÆním krve francouzskØho buldo�ka. 
V roce 1891 po�Ædal bostonský klub chovatel� amerických bulteriØr� (Ameri�an Bul Terrieer Club of Boston) o 
uznÆní plemene, ale �Ædost mu byla vrÆcena s tím, �e navrhovanØ jmØno Bull Terrier musí být zm�n�no. Tak vznikl 
v roce 1893 The Boston Terrier Club of America, americký klub chovatel � bostonských teriØr�.  

Standard plemene bostonský teriØr - revize z 28. œnora 1990 
(p�evzato z informací klubu Boston Terrier Club of America, Inc.)  

 

 

V�eobecný vzhled 

Bostonský teriØr je �ivý, vysoce inteligentní, s hl adkou srstí, krÆtkou hlavou, dob�e stav�ný, krÆtkoocasý, dob�e 
vyvÆ�ený pes, �íhaný nebo �erný s rovnom �rn� rozlo�enými bílými znaky. Hlava je v proporcionÆln ím pom�ru k 
velikosti psa a výraz nazna �uje vysoký stupe � inteligence. T�lo je dost krÆtkØ a dob�e stmelenØ, kon�etiny jsou 
silnØ a p�kn� formovanØ. Ocas je krÆtký a �Ædný rys není tak dominantní, aby se pes zdÆl nesoum�rný. Bostonský 
teriØr vyjad�uje dojem rozhodnosti, síly s vysokým stylem, dr�en í t�la mÆ lehkØ a graciØzní. Pom�rnÆ kombinace 
barvy a bílých znak � je obzvlÆ�� odli�ujícím rysem reprezentativního jedince.  

 



Velikost, proporce 

VÆha bostonských teriØr� se d�lí do t�í nÆsledujících t�íd: do 6,8 kg, od 6,9 kg do 9 kg, od 9,1 kg do 11,4 kg. DØlka 
nohou musí být vyvÆ�enÆ s dØlkou t�la, aby dÆvala bostonovi �tvercový vzhled.  

 

T�lo bostonskØho teriØra je silnØ, pevnØ, nesmí vypadat p�íli� �tíhlØ nebo p�íli� robustní a zavalitØ. Kosti a svaly 
musí být v pom �ru, stejn� jako zv�t�ení psa musí být v pom �ru k vÆze psa.  

Chyby: podsaditý vzhled  

Hlava 

Lebka je �tvercovØho tvaru, naho�e plochÆ, bez vrÆsek, líce jsou hladkØ, obo�í je strmØ, p�eru�enØ. Úhel mezi �elem 
a �enichem je dob�e vyzna�ený. �enich je krÆtký kvadratický, �iroký a hluboký v pom �ru k mozkovn�, bez zÆhyb� 
a vrÆsek, jeho dØlka je men�í ne� �í�ka a hloubka. Nesmí p�esÆhnout t�etin dØlky mozkovny, rovnom�rn� �iroký a 
hluboký po celØ dØlce a � ke �pi�ce nosu, rovnob��ný s mozkovnou. Nos je �erný, �iroce rozev �enØ nosní dírky s 
vyzna�enou linií mezi nimi. �elisti jsou �irokØ, hranatØ s pravidelnými krÆtkými zuby. Skus je rovný nebo dost 
p�edsunutý, aby m �l �enich �tvercový vzhled Pysky jsou dostate �n� hlubokØ, aby dostate�n� kryly zuby, ale nevisí. 
P�i zav�enØ tlam� nesmí být viditelnØ zuby.  

Chyby: o�i ukazující p�íli� velkÆ b�lma, p�íli� stÆhnutØ nebo p�íli� �irokØ nozdry. Velikost u�í v nepom �ru k velikosti hlavy. VÆ�nou 
chybou je jakÆkoliv viditelnost jazyka nebo zub� p�i zav�enØ tlam�.  

 
(P�íklad sprÆvnØho oka, u�í i nosu. NekupírovanØ u�i jsou v pom�ru k hlav� a vzp�ímenØ. Dobrý výraz).   

 

 



Zuby 

Skus je p�edsunutý t �sný p �edkus, volný p �edkus nebo rovný skus. N ��kový skus je nesprÆvný. Zuby jsou kolmo 
zasazeny v �elisti a p�ední zuby tvo�í rovnou linii.  

 
(Rovný skus).   

 

O�i 

O�i jsou daleko od sebe, velkØ kulatØ, tmavØ barvy, bystrØho výrazu. Jsou posazenØ do �tverce v lebce a venkovní 
koutky jsou v linii s lícemi p�i pohledu zep�edu.  

 

U�i 

Vzp�ímenØ, p�irozenØ, p�izp�sobenØ tvaru hlavy a umíst�nØ na kraji lebky, aby tvo�ily �tverec s o�ima.  

 

Krk 

DØlka krku musí ukazovat vyvÆ�enost celØho psa, je lehce zahnutý, nesoucí hlavu vzne�en � a plynule p�echÆzí k 
lopatkÆm.  

 

T�lo 

Hluboký hrudník, dostate �n� �iroký, klenutÆ �ebra, lopatky �ikmØ, h�betní partie rovnÆ, krÆtkÆ, pevnÆ, sm�rem k 
ocasu nepatrn� klesÆ. Slabiny jsou lehce vta�enØ. Celkov� p�sobí kompaktn�, ale ne neohraban�.  

Chyby: Kulatý h �bet, prohnutý h �bet  

 
(1.SprÆvnÆ dØlka krku a posazenÆ ramena 2.SprÆvnÆ horní linie zad 3.SprÆvnÆ hru�).  



 

Ocas 

Nízko nasazený, krÆtký rovný nebo vývrtkovit � sto�ený. Je nesen pod œrovní h�betu.  

Chyby: Zdvihnutý ocas  

 
(1.SprÆvn� nesený ocas 2.Zdvihnutý ocas).   

 

Hrudní kon�etiny 

Mírn� od sebe, v jednØ linii s ramenem. RovnØ kosti dob�e osvalenØ, zÆp�stí krÆtkØ a silnØ. Lokty se nesmí vtÆ�et 
dovnit� ani ven.  

 

PÆnevní kon�etiny 

Korektn� postavenØ, dob�e zaœhlenØ kolenní klouby, stehna silnÆ, dob�e osvalenÆ. Paty jsou krÆtkØ k chodidlu. 
Nohy se nestÆ�ejí dovnit� ani ven, dob�e vyzna�ený kloub.  

Chyby: MÆlo zaœhlenØ koleno  

 
(SprÆvn� posazenØ pÆnevní kon�etiny s dobrými proporcemi. Pozn.: dobrý œhel kolen e, krÆtký od paty k chodidlu. Silný kotník)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tlapky 

Sev�ené, malé a kulaté, nevbo� ené ani nevybo� ené, se z�eteln�  klenutými prsty.  

 

 
(Dob�e sev�ené tlapky, kulaté a malé. Kompaktní nohy, dob�e klenuté prsty)  

 

Pohyb 

Pes se rovnom� rn�  pohybuje vp�ed. Hrudní i pánevní kon� etiny se pohybují v perfektním rytmu p� i rovné h�betní 
linii. Krok je pru�ný a vyjad�uje sílu a radost z pohybu.  

Chyby: Kymácení, pádlování nebo kli� kování � i "ch� ze ta�ného kon� ". Vá�nou chybou ch� ze je jakékoliv k�í�ení nohou p�edních nebo 
zadních.  

 
(1.Vyrovnaná vrchní linie zad, dobrý záb� r p� ední � ásti, 2.k� í�ení p� edních nohou, 3.pádlování)  

 

Srst 

Krátká, hladká, jemná, v dobré struktu�e.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


